March 20, 1969 



The Honorahlo Richard G. KlQindienot 
Deputy Attorney General of tho United Staten 
DopartEient of Justice 
Wenhin^^ton, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Klcindicnst: 

I attempt cd to get on appointiscat irith you this week £nd shall 
try again next \reek to dlocucs with you peraonolHy a matter of great 
lEportcnce to the Justice Doportnont'e efforts to conbat organised crime. 

V/hat I hope to diocuoo vith you ariaeo primarily out of my experience as 
unpaid defense counsel in tho case of United States v. Jaimes Miller . 

A few weeks ago, the Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit 
reversed I!iller*B coaSrlctloa. I have Just been Informod that a decision 
whether to retry !h*. Miller is likejy to be made next week. Since I have 
olreac3y produced in open court a mountain of evidence proving Miller’s 
Innocence, I cm confident that the Department will decide to dicraiss the 
case. My confidence in the good eens'o of the Doparbiaont has frequently 
'been disappointed in tho post, hove\n5r, end I cannot be certain that it 
will meet a different fate this tims. 

I will not go into detail in this letter. I merely offer the 
firm prediction that if tho Deportiiient of Justice announces- an Intention to 
reprosecute Mr. Miller, it will have acted irresponsibly, will have made a 
decision which it \fill later wish to reverse, and will he embarrassed in tho 
public forum when the facts oro revealed. Some niembera of the previous 
adninisti^atloa were greatly enbarrassed by their shockingly inadequate 
Investigation of the Miller case and tried desperately to cover up their 
mistakes. The consequence was not merely that an innocent men was practically 
ruined, but that the guilty parties ~ some of them acluioi/lodged by the 
Department itself to be caaong the most important narcotics traffickers in 
the country" — have been defended and protected by the United States Covcniment 
while pursuing their grisly business. 

An unconmiltted Department of Justice will want to dismiss the Miller 
case after an unbieised review of tho facts end irlll pursue retlier than x>rotect 
Mario Ratallslo, Anthony DiPasqua, Rosario Ippolito and the other smugglers who 
committed the crime. 

I ijT5)lcre you to request that no decision to go forward in a retrial 
of James Miller is made before I got a chance to explore the details and the 
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implications of the caae (including the guilt of the persons named 
above) with you personally. 



Sincerely, 



Steven Duke 



SD/Jnf 

Enclosures 



